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Savannah honored with TCMA Excellence in Municipal Government Award 

 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – As a city dedicated to quality of life initiatives, Savannah’s two-year 

investment in creating a top-notch neighborhood  park, has not only introduced a new way of 

life to the community, it is projected to increase community involvement, build citizen 

interactions and reduce crime in the future.  Christened the Tennessee Street Park, this award-

winning, six-acre, modern, recreational paradise, in sight of City Hall and abutting the city’s 

residential district, encompasses Savannah’s rich heritage, and reflects the city’s whole-hearted 

commitment toward positive growth and an economically sound future.  

Savannah will be recognized by the Tennessee City Management Association (TCMA) 

with an award for Excellence in Municipal Government, which will be presented at 8:00 a.m. on 

Tuesday, June 24, at the 75th Annual Conference of the Tennessee Municipal League held at the 

Chattanooga Convention Center.  The award is presented by TCMA each year to cities that 

operate with professional management and have increased the effectiveness of local government 

through the development of unique and creative programs.  

Like a diamond in the center of the city, Savannah’s Tennessee Street Park, which 

celebrated its grand opening on May 31, started out as a dream city leaders were developing, as 

part of their initiative to improve the quality of life for the community’s citizens and visitors. But 

through the years, with the city’s improving economic position, the dream of a six-acre 

neighborhood park became a reality. 

With vision and fortitude, the Board of Commissioners began advocating the park as an 

additional lifestyle amenity for the community. The  city negotiated to acquire the six-acre site of 

a former elementary school, during a school district consolidation project, demolishing a risk- 

filled, 500 student, two-story, ADA non-compliant former school building, but saving parts of 

the building’s facade and entry ways to reincorporate into park displays to commemorate the 65  
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years of educational infrastructure the building provided to the county school system.  

Designed to be inclusive for people of all ages and abilities and to meet the latest in 

citizen’s recreational wishes, funding for the park was handled in a creative fashion by using a 

combination of grants, generous donations, and reserve funds for a portion of the costs. The 

balance was financed by incorporating a loan into a utility refinancing project which benefits the 

park by attaining a low fixed rate for debt service. The debt will be fully serviced and the park 

staffed with revenues from Savannah's River Resort District funds. 

Additionally, the ability to repurpose the former six-acre school property has protected 

and sustained the usage of the property for generations to come.  

Located in the geographic center of Savannah, abutting the city's residential historic 

district, which is listed with the National Register of Historic Places, the district recently 

experienced a sidewalk renovation project where the park now serves as the terminus for the 

"Historic Walking Tour" of Savannah's beautiful historic homes, one of which served as General 

Grant's Headquarters during the Battle of Shiloh.  

Two playgrounds exist on the site, one for ages five and under, and another for ages six 

through 12. Both have the newest innovations in rubberized ground surface materials to help 

prevent the scrapes associated with traditional playground falls. The playgrounds have ADA 

accessible features and diverse equipment has been placed to ensure that children of all ability 

levels can play together. There are also two splash pads, one with interactive water fixtures for 

children and another with surface level jet sprays appropriate for all ages. 

More than two acres of open grassy area on the grand lawn hosts a serenely located 

gazebo at the most distant point from the playgrounds. Surrounding the park is a brick 

columned and wrought iron fence with a grand and spectacularly arched main entrance gate. 

The central eye-catcher of the park is 17-foot tall true cast iron tiered fountain gracefully spilling 

into a 40-foot diameter pool. 

The park also serves as a horticulturist’s paradise, with more than 10,000 plants in 30 

varieties beautifying the landscape. Many varieties of plant and insect life can be found in the 

large butterfly garden, as citizens visit the more leisurely section of the park.  

Sustainability and “green” improvements are reflected in the park’s solar powered  
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features, both  in and around two large pavilions suited for events and reunions, as well as an  

operations building with ADA restrooms, a concessions facility and the master control room for 

the splash pads and fountain.  

The paved quarter-mile walking trail has many connecting options to break up the 

monotony of circular walking for those who seek either a peaceful stroll or are looking for a 

cardio work out.  

The park is protected by wireless security cameras with all images microwaved to monitors 

and video recorders located at City Hall one block away. 

Already gaining regional recognition, the park was recently presented by the Southwest 

Tennessee Development District with a 2014 John S. Wilder Rebuild Tennessee Award. 

Inquiries from nearby cities and counties are already indicating the park will become a 

regional tourism magnet, which will increase the sales tax base, grow businesses and expand 

local employment opportunities. This project is even more impressive when considering 

Savannah’s position as a rural community with a population of less than 7,000 people. 

“We humbly and graciously desire for the park to become the model for successful park 

design and a benchmark for the correlation between quality of life and economic development 

for all of our wonderful peer cities in the State of Tennessee,” said Seth Sumner, Savannah 

assistant city manager. 

“The quality and strength of a community can be measured by its commitment to parks,” 

said Michael Walker, TCMA executive director. “Well designed and well operated community 

parks not only improve the quality of life, they help make a community more desirable for 

economic growth and development. Tennessee Street Park provides a more pleasant 

environment for the dozens of businesses surrounding the park, in turn generating greater 

revenue for the city. The new park also creates a suitable environment for active lifestyles and 

will promote the health of the entire community.” 
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The Tennessee City Management Association is a professional association of appointed city 

Managers and administrators and assistants that focuses on providing continuing education, 

technical assistance, training, and information resources to its 120 members. Managers are 

appointed by their elected boards to oversee the day-to-day operations of their cities or towns. 



Professional administrators work in partnership with their elected boards to create excellence 

in local governance.  

 
 
 


